CHAPTER 1: THE HEART OF HUMANITY
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WHAT IS HELL?
IS IT THE FATE
THAT OVERTAKES
US IF WE HAVE
NOT LIVED
SINCERELY,

{
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...OR IS IT

THE TEST THAT IS

S e
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IMPOSED ON US
DURING OUR

~
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LIFETIME AND THEN WHEN WE | B
DIE WE ARE
L REDEEMED? | W
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AJANI IS W\ Y
CONVINCED THAT | =& (
IT HAS TO BE

THE LATTER...

... THAT’S WHY

HE WANTS TO

PUT THIS TO
AN END.
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BUT I'M
/| NoT GoING
70 ALLOW




CERTAINLY
STILL ALIVE/




7 ...I WONDER
WHY HE'S
BLEEDING

' ...THIS’LL
MAKE IT MUCH
EASIER TO

TRANSPORT

HIM,

SO I’LL
CHECK ON
HIM LATER/
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" WHATIS =
THIS =AF
FEELING...? &

...IS THIS
AN ANGEL?
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DON‘T
) _ WORRY/
THIS IS NOT A
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REALLY GO
— TO HELL?!




WHAT /S
GO/ING
OCOOOOONZ!

o
[ SORRY, I DIDN‘T
KNOW YOU'RE,

N2 AEEESr i |

S WHATKIND =

= OFMANIS —=
AFRAID OF =
SPIDERS... 28

WE‘RE
J CURRENTLY IN ERITREA Y
AND THIS VILLAGE IS

BECAUSE WE
NEED YOUR HELP/

THE HEART
FOUNDATION IS
CURRENTLY
OPERATING IN
THIS COUNTRY

AS A PART OF o
A SO-CALLED
OCIAL EXPERIMENT"! /88




THE HEART FOUNDATION IS THE
. : GLOBAL MARKET LEADER FOR
/2 1\ CYBERNETIC AND AL TECHNOLOGY.
* ]\ SOPHIA, THE CEO OF THE FOUNDATION,
~ /\ CATAPULTED HUMANITY 100 YEARS

INTO THE FUTURE WITHIN THE
(| LAST TWO YEARS ALONE/
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THE FOUNDATION IS WELL
TRUSTED ALL AROUND THE WORLD,
WITH ESSENTIALLY EVERY MAJOR
‘ COUNTRY ON THE PLANET \

COOPERATING WITH THEM. \ |
UNFORTUNATELY THOUGH A
ALL OF THIS IS A BIG FARCE!

EXPERIMENTS LIKE THE ONE — — —
CURRENTLY TAKING PLACE HERE
ARE BEING USED AS A p/s8G64/5&

FOR SOPHIA’S ACTUAL PLANS!/

SOPHIA IS CURRENTLY COOP-
=~ ERATING WITH THE “STEINLAND COR-
~ PORATION” THE WORLD’S LARGEST ASSET }
MANAGEMENT COMPANY. THEY’RE WELL _ }
CONNECTED ALL THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE
WORLD, AS MIGHTY POLITICAL FIGURES K
THEY’VE GOTTEN SO INFLUENTIAL  ACT AS THEIR EXECUTIVES.
THAT THEY ESSENTIALLY HOLD
CONTROL OVER APPROXIMATELY -
50% OF ALL FINANCIAL 7,
RESOURCES ON THE PLANET. A N
IN EXCHANGE FOR SOPHIA’S L) ’
COOPERATION, THEY FUND ALL ST
OF HER RESEARCH. =7
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7/ NONE OF THOSE
7/ PEOPLE PARTICIPATING
Y IN THESE ,EXPERIMENTS™
) y f1 WILL EVER COME BACK
S HOME. WHAT’S COMING
& E HOME IS AN IDENTICAL AI
» \\\ /‘ Bttt POWERED ANDROID
=N VERSION OF THOSE
AT THIS POINT INBHIRESE
APPROXIMATELY 20% OF AW
HUMANITY HAS ALREADY
BEEN ERADICATED!//
‘ \ % ‘M \VT

/

%,

AND WHAT DOES
THAT HAVE TO
DO WITH ME?

WE BELIEVE
IN A PROPHECY THAT ,
HAS BEEN PASSED DOWN | / 7
FOR GENERATIONS! |\
IT IS SAID THAT ’
ONE DAY HUMANITY WILL y
FACE A DIRE CRISIS,

WHICH WILL BRING
FORTH THE PERSONIFICATION
OF ,PURITY*! SAID ,PURITY®

WILL BE GUIDED BY A MAN
WHOSE HEART CONTAINS
THE BURNING FLAMES

OF JUSTICE!/

NO DOUBT t'%

ABOUT IT!
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WE’RE GOING
TO MEET
MERI-SAMA.
I I‘M SURE HE’LL BE

ABLE TO CONVINCE / ’

YOU TO HELP US.

o0 oo

MER/*-SAMA IS
CONVINCED THAT THE
PERSONIFICATION
OF SAID “PURITY” IS
IJUANA HERE/
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*APPROX. MEANING = LEADER (TIGRINYA)




OHO, IJUANA
MY DEAR...

... THERE’S
NO DOUBT
ABOUT IT...

I DON‘T

ooo’r /5 /5
' INCEELP THE
CHOSEN ONE!!!/L
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BECAUSE
WE WERE
Sl/PPOSEpP 7O
\ W #e2P PECPLE 11/

LIFT YOUR SHIRT.
BEST POSSIBLE
ARGUMENT TO
HELP US.

THIS IS NONE OF
MY BUSINESS! T’M
NOT PARTICULARLY
FOND OF HUMAN
BEINGS ANYWAYS,
> SO I COULDN’T
HUMANITY GETS
ERADICATED/

YOU OBVIOUSLY
ARE WORKING FOR
HE HEAR
FOUNDATION
YOURSELF,

WHY ARE YOU
EVEN TRYING TO N

ABOTAGE
THE PLANS OF THE S

FOR IN THE
FIRST PLACE?/

—
COMBANY YOU WORK RS
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